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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 1 to 5 
and 37 to 50 non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 1-5 and 37-50 have been 
cancelled. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest "a probe having two drive coils, 
the drive coils being mounted in the probe and being oriented so that a magnetic field 
produced by the first drive coil in response to an alternating current being coupled to the 
first drive coil is orthogonal to a magnetic field produced by the second drive coil in 
response to an alternating current being coupled to the second drive coil." The prior art, 
particularly U.S. Patent No. 5,44,503 to Hollstien, discloses that the drive coils provide 
parallel magnetic fields. It would have not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to simply change the angles of the drive coils, 
since applicant disclosed in the specification that the orthogonal placement of the drive coils 
allows a target point, an axis alignment and a guide rotation to be computed by data obtained 
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from each drive coil individually when an alternating current is supplied (Specification Page 
7, line 22 - page 8, line 19). Therefore, the claim is allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,707,375 to Durham et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,074,394 to Krause 
U.S. Patent No. 6,162,228 to Durham 
WO 93/02626 to Fling 
EP 523905 to Rona et al 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jessica R. Baxter whose telephone number is 571-272-4691. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eduardo Robert can be reached on 571-272-4719. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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